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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2020




THE SANCTUARY LAMP
PARISH LIFE The Sanctuary Lamp is available for special

intentions. The Lamp burns weekly for deceased
members of a family or requests for a special
intention. The donation is $20. Please call the
Rectory for further information.. This week’s
Sanctuary Lamp burns for
The Marks Family
rq by Loving Family

WINTER SCHEDULE

Masses Mon - Fri 8A, Sat 5P, Sun 9A.
Office Hours Mon - Fri 9A - 1P.

Church Hours Mon - Fri 8:30A - 12P.
Confessions Sat 1P - 2P inside the church
sacristy.

https://parishreservations.com/annkeansburg
is being used to make a reservation to attend
Christmas Mass. Due to COVID19 space restrictions,

reservations are required for the following Masses:
Dec 24th 2P, 4P, and Dec 25th 12A.
No reservations are needed for 12/25 9A Mass
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WEEKLY PRAYER

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 13, 2020

12/13 Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54 [Is 61:10b)/1 Thes
5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

12/14 Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt 21:23-27
12/15 Zep 3:1-2,9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 [7a]/Mt 21:28-32

12/16 |5 45:6b-8, 18, 21¢-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 45:81/
Lk 7:18b-23

12/17 Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7)/Mt 1:1-17
12/18 Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25
12/19 Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25

12/20 2Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/
Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 13, 2020
Sunday: 3 Sunday of Advent

Monday: St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Next Sunday: 4% Sunday of Advent

LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration for the week

What gives you joy? Joy is discovered when we connect with something

or someone very deeply and experience a dimension of ourselves that
material or secular possessions cannot bring. Joy is stumbled upon when
we see our newly born child for the first time, get caught up in the vastness
of a mountain landscape, and are led out into infinity gazing at an ocean’s
horizon, or being lovingly present with someone when they are vulnerable
and in need. Joy is a profound experience that in its uniqueness grounds
us in ultimate truth. Did you know that all authentic, profound, and
memorable moments of joy mirror the eternal joy we desire from God? We
can have glimpses of this eternal Divine joy as we embark upon our earthly
journey, mirrored in our human connections with joy, but experienced
directly during moments of deep prayer. God is the joy of my soul. Ponder
those intense words! You will know moments of true and real joy by paying
attention to your response to the experience. You will find yourself rejoicing
and saying thank you.

—eN Y oe——

I S

OLPi SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2020 | 3*° SUNDAY OF ADVENT



FIRST READING
| rejoice heartily in the LORD,
in my God is the joy of my soul. (Is 61:10a)

__%__

PSALM
My soul rejoices in my God. (Is 61:10b)

__%__

SECOND READING
May the God of peace make you
perfectly holy
and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body,
be preserved blameless for the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thes 5:23)

—i—

GOSPEL

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.” (Jn 1:23)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,
1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly gain that can ever really satisfy
us? Think of winning the Lotto. On this side of the winning ticket, it's all about the
money, the new car, house, vacations, bank accounts, and infinite pleasures. The
possibility of acquiring all of these earthly securities brings us back again and again
to the purchase of a ticket. Then, one day we win! Our dreams are fulfilled, and
happiness is on the horizon. Then one day, we wake up and realize that nothing has
really changed, and | am not as satisfied as | thought | was or would be. | find
myself living in my incompleteness and with my profound sorrow and grief.

| did not find joy.

Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. They are brought to us
through incredible experiences of connection that bring us face to face with real and
authentic faith, hope, and love. And, they are glimpses and do not last. The moment
we find ourselves looking back at them, they are gone, and we find ourselves
remembering the moment in memory. To carry joy within us is to realize that it is
not something | create, manufacture or even acquire. It is not able to be purchased.
Itis a gift. My need for joy mirrors my need for eternity, for a Creator who has a
claim on the very essence of who | am and desires a home within me. As C. S. Lewis
discovered, joy is a surprise that speaks to my very soul and is given as gift by

the God who loves me.

The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the beauty of the gift of joy. God has
visited his people for no other reason than to show them where and how to find
joy! All of our human and earthly joy experiences are always only glimpses. They
never satisfy us, sustain us or fulfill us. It is only God who is the joy of my soul. Real,
Divine experiences of joy catch us off guard, make us stop and become aware, bring
a feeling of awe and rightness and have an eternal Otherness about them. Nothing
created by humans can ever come close to this. We probably will not fully realize the
truth of all of this until we actually meet God face to face in heaven one day. Then, in
that sacred moment when our hearts leap for joy we will understand what we have
been tirelessly searching for all along. Intense gratitude will most surely follow.
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LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPUNN%%%

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP WHY DO WE DQ THAT?
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments Catholic Life Explained:
As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. This is not just during seasons like Question:

Are Catholics obligated to attend Mass each

Advent, but all year long. When we talk about being prayerful everyday stewards, we , )
Sunday, or receive Communion each Sunday?

are speaking about cultivating an awareness of God being with us at all times. Each
day we begin by offering God the entirety of our day. Each night we rest in Him and
hope that the hours that passed gave Him glory. Answer:

The questions about Mass attendance and the

During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to cultivate this life of prayer, but without reception of Holy Communion are clearly outiined

it we can too easily lose sight of the reason for the season. It is during this time of in what are traditionally called the “Precepts” of
year we need to heed the words of St. Paul more than ever when he wrote to the the Church. These specific teachings are intended
Thessalonians, “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.” This is how we will be able to to stand alongside the Ten Commandments

as fundamental practices for Catholics and are
outlined in the Code of Canon Law. The obligations
related to Mass attendance and receiving
Communion are outlined in the first and third
precepts, which we find quoted in the Catechism of

avoid the pitfalls of consumerism and secularism and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.

Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas party. Take him with you shopping for
gifts in the department store. Be aware of him when you sit down to watch television

specials you have seen every year of your life. Give him all your time and let his the Catholic Church (no. 2042):

preser.lce fill your every moment. By striving to pe conngctmg with Jesus at all times, The first precept ("ou shall attend Mass on

you will bear greater fruit and the joy you experience will be much greater than you Sundays and holy days of obligation and rest from

could imagine. You might even spend a few less dollars and spend more time with servile labor) requires the faithful to sanctify the

those you love, particularly the one who loves you the most, the Incarnation himself. day commemorating the Resurrection of the Lord
as well as the principal liturgical feasts honoring

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS the mysteries of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary,

and the saints; in the first place, by participating in
the Eucharistic celebration, in which the Christian
community is gathered, and by resting from those
works and activities which could impede such a

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING sanctification of these days.

- . .
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you! T e

of the Eucharist at least during the Easter season”)
guarantees as a minimum the reception of

the Lord's Body and Blood in connection with

the Paschal feasts, the origin and center of the
Christian liturgy.

Rather than seeing these as obligations that are
simply to be fulfilled out of a sense of duty, Pope
Saint John Paul Il reminds us of the grace that is
made available to us when we gather for Sunday
celebrations of the Eucharist: “Sunday is the day
which is at the very heart of the Christian life...
Time given to Christ is never time lost, but is rather
time gained, so that our relationships and indeed
our whole life may become more profoundly
human” (Dies Domini, no. 7).
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LITURGICAL LIFE

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

Isaiah shares his understanding of his prophetic call and his experience of the Lord as a God of
justice and compassion. As we continue in the season of Advent, what new spiritual insights are

you discovering?

Paul encourages the Thessalonians to be thankful to God and be active in their newly found faith
in Christ by following his moral imperatives. How are you putting your faith into practice during

this Advent?

John tells us that the religious leaders in Jerusalem questioned the identity of John the Baptist,
wondering if he was the Messiah, Elijah, or the Prophet who Moses prophesied would come. John
SUPPORT OUR the Baptist responds in humility, with a clear sense of his own call. Do you humbly accept God's

LOCAL ADVERTISERS callin your life?

Our advertisers need your help
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for

your parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn't be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them, and right now they
need your help more than ever. Please
encourage and remind others to show
their support and shop local during
these hard times!

John answered them,
“I baptize with water;
but there is one among
you whom you do not
recognize, the one who is
coming after me, whose

sandal strap I am not

worthy to untie.”

- dJdn 1:26-27

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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LITURGICAL LIFE

3 EASY STEPS
To Keeping Yourself & Others Healthy!

We are cautioned to be especially careful during the Coronavirus outbreak.
Here are some simple ways to keep sickness away.

Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds using soap and water. If you can't wash
your hands, use hand sanitizer frequently.

Especially around the eyes, nose and mouth. If you must sneeze, use a tissue or
your arm.

Practice social distancing during this epidemic and stay away from large groups.
Instead, call, email or check up on family and friends using social media.

A man named
John was sent
from God.
He came for

testimony, to

testify to the light,

so that all might
believe through
him. He was not
the light, but
came to testify to

the light.

-Jn 1:6-8

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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(Owner-inactive)

SHAMROCK STAGE COACH

For Your Busing Needs Drivers Needed. Will Train.

347 Main St., Keansburg
CHARLIE HOCKEY - President

732-787-1113

Consider Newly Renovated
Semembering Jacqueline M. Ryan
Your Will. Home For Funerals

Family Owned and Operated Since 1947

Now a third generation to serve the community with the
compassion and care that has become the

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

DAVID ]. FOLEY

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
274 Main Street, Keansburg

(732) 495-6500  Fax: (732) 495-3300

Ryan Family Hallmark.
Specializing in:
Personal Attention e Pre-Arrangements ® Payment Plans

Manager: Alicia Kedz Sarin ® NJ Lic. # 4062 e Fax: 732-495-7373
732-787-1177

233 Carr Avenue, Keansbhurg

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
v/ Ambulance Solutions as Low as $ 1 9.95 amonth

v/Police v'Fire

v/Friends/Family FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts
This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

CALL 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fa::gi;:::iit,anteEdl

NOw!
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedA/ert EAsY set-up,NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide!  24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Moragan

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

¢ French Drains * Foundation Repair
* Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

morganbasementwaterproofing.com

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . ...
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

UPERAIED © 4 HATIONS U PER

www.shorepointfh.com

[ | ) &

Michael Pavone, Owner/Manager
NJ License #4556

3269 Route 35 North e Hazlet 7132-203-9200
PREARRANGEMENT & PREPAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

CatholicCruisesandTours andTheApostleshiﬂ
of the Sea of the UnitedStatesof America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Kean

Senior Citizen Discounts
Visit our new Modern Office Digital X-Rays
Up to 90% less radiation

Most Insurances Accepted Office Hours By Appointment

Tel (732) 945-8283

365 Carr Ave. Keansburg, NJ 07734

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

For Information ... Call
800.524.0263

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY

NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

 Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
» Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
e Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823

or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

511576 St Ann Church

wnanw.jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263





